
BY MATT RABEY
Laurentian University has 

entered into a partnership with 
the Zhejiang University in China, 
to bring a joint accounting 
degree to students.

The university currently 
has close ties with six Chinese 
universities, according to LU 
President Dominic Giroux, who 
has been working to strengthen 
them.

“In October 2011, Dean Peter 
Luk and I visited a number of 
our partner universities in China, 
including the Zhejiang University 
of Finance in Economics (ZUFE) in 
Hangzhou,” stated Giroux. “ZUFE 
serves 20,000 students with a 
number of national specialty 
programs in economics, finance 
and accounting. Their School 
of Accounting, which is the #1 
school of its kind in Zhejiang for 
a population of 54 million, serves 
3,000 students.”

The 2011 visit to China sparked 
interest into how Laurentian 
University can benefit from the 
Chinese University.

Since last year, Laurentian 
administration has been going 
over ways in which it can develop 
more programs with ZUFE, 
according to Giroux.

“During last year’s visit, 
Laurentian explored the 
possibility of development 
new collaborations with ZUFE, 
recognizing space restraints in 
existing commerce courses,” 
stated Giroux.

The development that came 
out of this visit has been the new 
joint accounting program.

Prior to the development 
of the accounting program, 

Laurentian University had 
commerce programs that had 
students begin their degree 
in China and then come to 
Laurentian to complete it.

Giroux explained how 
successful these programs have 
been thus far with maximum 
numbers achieved, “To some 
extent, we have become victims 
of our success and do not have 
the room necessarily to admit 
more Chinese students in these 
courses without compromising 
the student experience.”

The president hopes that the 

new accounting will meet with 
the same degree of success as the 
other joint programs.

The new program will have 
students take their first two 
school years at ZUFE, followed up 
by three semesters at Laurentian. 
The students will then return to 
China for the final year of their 
program.

The joint program has already 
begun, as Giroux explained: “The 
first cohort began in September 
and was greeted by Peter Luk in 
September in Hangzhou.”

However, it will be 2015 before 
any students from the program 

attend Laurentian University.
“They will study at ZUFE until 

December 2014, enrol in some 
courses from Laurentian in 
English during the summer 2013 
in Hangzhou, come to Laurentian 
from January to December 2015 
in a new stand-alone cohort for 
ZUFE students taking a total of 
42 credits at Laurentian, to then 
return to ZUFE to complete the 
program,” stated Giroux.

Currently, the program is 
only for Chinese students, but 
Laurentian University is working 
on establishing a program for 
Canadian students to attend 

ZUFE.
“Our recent meetings in 

Hangzhou,” stated Giroux, “have 
allowed us to explore how 
we could potentially design a 
program for Laurentian students 
to study at ZUFE. The possibility 
of an inter-disciplinary minor of 
24 credits about China, including 
one term at Hangzhou and 
courses of mandarin before the 
opportunity to learn abroad, will 
be pursued with departments in 
Sudbury in the coming months.”
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Laurentian offers joint accounting 
degree with Zhejiang University
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The Parker building houses much of the administration of Laurentian University, as well as many classes.
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BY ED VEILLEUX
Dropping from eleventh 

to thirteenth place in the 
annual Maclean’s rankings 
might be cause for worry for 
some university presidents, 
but not Laurentian University 
President Dominic Giroux. 
Slipping one year, doesn’t 
indicate a step back, for Giroux. 
His eyes are on the long-term 
growth of Laurentian.

“The methodology (behind 
the rankings) is not perfect, 
and year over year results 
can sometimes have flaws in 
the dataset,” Giroux said. “But 
keeping an eye on long-term 
trends in rankings is valuable... 
Increasing a university’s national 
recognition for example is not 
a sprint, but rather a marathon 
needed to sustain positive results 
in the long-term.”

Though Laurentian fell 
two places overall, their were 

positives to take away from the 
annual rankings. There are 13 
indicators for how a school is 
judged. Laurentian improved 
on three: proportion of budget 
allocated to scholarships, budget 
allocated to student services and 
the proportion of faculty winning 
national awards.

Laurentian fell in three 
indicators, according to Giroux, 
which are “the library holdings 
per student, the proportion of 
its budget allocated to library 
expenses, and the student-
faculty ratio -- and yet even in 
that measurement, we still have 
the lowest student-faculty ratio 
in Ontario.”

In the other seven indicators, 
Laurentian held its place.

Although potential students 
do not consider the ranking 
when applying to schools, they 
still have their purpose, Giroux 
added.

“Research shows that rankings 
are not a significant factor for 
applicants when they choose 
their university, but they are 
nonetheless important especially 
in the eyes of community 
members and alumni. This is why 
one of the seven aspirations in 
our 2012-2017 Strategic Plan is 
to be in the ‘top 10’ of Canadian 
universities in our category.”

SGA President Andy Rollins 
believes that students should go 
to the university that best suits 
them, regardless of Maclean’s 
rankings. 

“I think that students like 
to look at the rankings, but I 
am hoping that they use them 
more as a guide rather than a 
deciding factor,” he said. “Every 
school has their own strengths 
and weaknesses that appeal 
to different students. Students 
should go to the university that 
best meets their needs rather 

than go by what these rankings 
say is the best post-secondary 
institution.”

Rollins doesn’t feel the 
Maclean’s rankings are “a good 
indicator of how a university is 
actually doing, whether it is good 
or bad.” 

The rankings aren’t 
comprehensive enough to assure 
Rollins that Maclean’s paints an 
accurate picture.

“I think there are millions of 
different types of criteria that 
make a university amazing, or 
terrible,” he added. “It is widely 
known that these rankings don’t 
take into account every factor 
that contributes to a high quality 
of student life. Unless they will go 
over all contributing factors I can’t 
say the rankings are realistic.”

Laurentian is on the rise, 
according to Rollins, whether or 
not Macelan’s is picking up on it.

“Over the past couple years 

this school has been in a constant 
state of growth. Things are better 
than they ever have been for 
students, especially our students 
at the SGA, and I do not think that 
the rankings reflect these vast 
improvements.”

In terms of the usefulness of 
the rankings, Giroux added: “We 
are not entirely driven by ratings, 
but we use some information 
that they provide, in our efforts 
to continually improve.”

Since 2005, Laurentian has 
risen from nineteenth overall 
to thirteenth, in the annual 
rankings.
eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com

LU drops two places in Maclean’s 
rankings, Giroux not worried

BY KAYLA PERRY
It’s that time of the year again: 

movember has struck. This is the month 
responsible for sprouting moustaches on 
men’s faces all over campus; it is the reason 
for the scratchy kisses and unshaven faces, 
all in hopes of raising money for prostate 
cancer research and men’s health. 

The rules of movember are (as stated on 
the official Movember website): Mo-Bros 
(as men participating have been dubbed) 
must grow and groom a moustache. There 
is to be no joining of the mo and side 
buns, which enters beard territory, as well 
as no joining of the handlebars to chins, 
which brings us to an even scarier place 
called goatee territory. Finally, and most 
important, each Mo-Bro must conduct 
himself like a true country gentlemen.

This year, Laurentian is becoming 
particularly involved in Movember, with 
a fundraising goal of  $10,000. The funds, 
which will be donated to the Movember 
and Sons organization, will from there be 
used to support men’s health awareness 
and fund the fight against prostate 
cancer. Last year LU, together with a team 
consisting of 30 people, rose just over 

$3,000 for the cause. 
While participation in Movemeber 

may be tradition for some students, two 
Laurentian teams have registered on the 
organization’s website; LUL Residence Life 
and Laurentian Voyaguers Laurentienne.

LUL Residence Life, captained by Chris 
Neff, fourth year Mo-Bro as well as fourth 
year History student at LU, hopes to raise 
$2500 during Movember. Neff explained 
that the team has a lot of  fundraising 
ideas, including an end-of-movember 
residence party, which will most likely be 
held in West Residence. “People who have 
registered for Movember (on the official 
website) will get into the party for free 
– everyone else will be required to pay 
a small donation” explained Neff. “(The 
team) is trying to get corporate sponsors. 
We have lots of stuff in the plans right now; 
the ball is just getting rolling.” 

Included among the team’s fundraising 
ideas are student incentives, some of 
which include a $200 gift card to a vendor 
of choice for the student who raises the 
most money, and a free floor dinner from 
another choice of vendor, to the floor that 
raises the most money. The team also has a 

Facebook group, 2012 LUL Residence Life 
Movember Team that students can join for 
more information regarding events.

Jean-Paul Rains, Manager of Digital 
Strategy at LU, is captain of the 28-member 
team Laurentian Voyaguers Laurentienne, 
which is the main team for Laurentian 
students. Both teams are joined on the LU 
network, with one common goal. Raising 
$10,000 is easily attainable, explained 
Rains.

“We’ve been working with Movemeber 
(the organization), and finding new ways to 
get students involved and raising money,” 
Rains said. “One of the biggest goals of 
this year was to get as many students 
participating as possible, to turn this into 
more of a campus-wide event” said JP. The 
goal is to get 100 LU students on the team, 
in order to reach the $10,000 goal.”

In just a few short days, hair-filled 
faces will take over campus, but Rains 
explained that this will hopefully make 
fundraising easier. “This is probably the 
only fundraiser that you can see someone 
from far away, and regardless of what 
shirt they are wearing, know that they are 
participating. The visuals are very obvious; 

because of that it helps (the LU network) 
get members.”

Last year, in Canada alone, 250,000 
Mo-Bros participated, and $42 million 
was raised. This year, Movember hopes for 
even more participants.

Beth McSherry of the Movember 
organization explained why movember 
is so large here in Canada: “Part of the 
reason why I think Movember has been 
so successful in Canada is that Canadians 
have a good sense of humour…they don’t 
tend to take themselves too seriously. 
That’s why we can have everyone from 
bankers and lawyers growing even though 
they are wearing suits to work every day 
to university students across the country. 
It’s all about having fun and doing good 
which I think is something Canadians can 
strongly identify with.”

For anyone interested in signing up 
for Movember and joining Laurentian’s 
network, go to http://ca.movember.
com/mospace/network/LU. For more 
information on this cause, go to 
ca.movember.com.
lambda@laurentian.ca

Movember hits Laurentian University



BY ED VEILLEUX
At the end of the day, the 

message should have been: 
“Don’t cut the Community 
Maintenance and Startup Fund,” or 
“Shame on you, Ontario Liberals!” 
Instead, all that people will 
remember from the protest in Liberal 
MPP Rick Bartolucci’s office on Nov. 9 
is that several people were arrested, 
most notably Sudbury Star reporter 
Carol Mulligan and LU professor Gary 
Kinsman.

The professor is the first to be 
removed by police. He refused to 
walk out with the officers, resulting 
in two officers dragging him out of 
the office.

Sudbury Star Managing Editor 
Brian MacLeod wrote an editorial on 
the event, reinforcing the importance 
of reporters as independent 
witnesses.

I agree with MacLeod about 
that importance, but not on his 
justifications of the actions taken 
on Nov. 9. Aside from Mulligan’s 
comments in her column about the 
police station, all other information 
in her writings could have been 
obtained after the protesters were 
released. 

She gained nothing by being 
arrested.

Interestingly enough, there is a 

Star photographer (John Lappa) on 
the scene who managed not to get 
arrested, and yet he took the best 
photos of the event (no discredit 
meant to Northern Life’s Heidi 
Ulrichsen, who had fine photos as 
well).

The best piece of media to come 
from the protest though is from 
Northern Life’s Heather Green-Oliver. 
Her video is fantastic, and will serve 
as the document of record for the 
incident (watch it, if you haven’t).

Back to the topic at hand, though: 
the message.

As Gary Kinsman said to Northern 
Life: “We are challenging an unjust 
law, and in the spirit of Martin Luther 
King and Mahatma Ghandi, there 
are people here who are willing to 

engage in civil disobedience to make 
our point as strongly as possible.”

I had guests over when I found 
out about the video. Three of us, 
all from Sudbury, watched it (the 
others weren’t from Sudbury so were 
less enthralled by the footage). The 
comments made by onlookers were 
not about any program cuts, but 
about the arrests.

The story has been shared on 
Facebook six or seven times, by 
people I know, and 90 per cent of 
the comments are along the lines 
of “wow,” “rabble-rousing” or talking 
about the police.

If the protesters were marketing 
an idea, it was a failure.

The amount of energy put into this 
protest could have been better spent 
lobbying media and sitting down for 
interviews, and the message could 
have potentially been more potent.

Tom Sutton, an LU student and 
familiar face in and around the 
SGA (SGA board member, as well 
as having ran for VP Services last 
election), said this to Northern Life: 
“I don’t believe it’s right for people 
to make decisions that affect so 
many people, especially the most 
vulnerable people in society without 
being answerable to them.”

The sentiment is there. Sutton 
is calling out the mechanics of 

representative democracy (how we 
elect people to make decisions for 
us, and then they make them). He 
is annoyed or angry by how he feels 
the vulnerable are being treated (i.e. 
they are unheard).

That is a sentiment many of us can 
get behind.

What I can’t get behind is the 
spectacle of getting arrested to make 
a point.

Professor Kinsman, anyone 
who has the audacity to compare 
themselves to Mahatma Gandhi or 
Martin Luther King (even if it is “in 
spirit”), when they are holed up in 
Sudbury MPP Rick Bartolucci’s office 
to protest funding cuts, is in need of 
a reality check.

We are not under British 
occupancy. There are alternative 
ways to fight funding cuts.

This democratic system has 
mechanisms for disagreement. 

I can not understand why protest 
is used so often as a first-step 
approach.

Next time you want to get arrested, 
write a letter instead. 

Save us all the money.

eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com
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BY MATT RABEY
On Nov. 1, Laurentian University 

welcomed David Darby, Academic 
Director for Ontario Baden-Württemberg 
(OBW) Student Exchange Program.

Darby began by talking about Baden-
Württemberg, the Bundesland (province) 
that OBW is affiliated with.

The OBW program has 13 Ontario 
Universities that participate, including 
Laurentian University and nine in Baden-
Württemberg.

The affiliated Universities in Baden-
Württemberg are: Heidelberg, Freiburg, 
Tubingen, Stuttgart, Karlsruher, Ulm, 
Hohenheim, Konstanz and Mannheim.

Most Baden-Württemberg semesters 
are October to mid February for the 
winter and April to July for the summer. 
Mannheim, however, is closer to an 
Ontario school year as the fall semester is 
September to December and the spring 
semester is February/March to June.

OBW has been very successful and 

has had 22 years of operation with over 
2000 Ontario and Baden-Württemberg 
alumni.

The coordinating offices for the 
exchange program are in located in 
Toronto and in Konstanz, Germany.

The OBW exchange program is one 
of the only ones that offer scholarships 
for students that participate. For the full 
year (both semesters) participants will 
receive a $2,500 scholarship, for one 
semester $1,600, for the prep language 
course $500 and for the Konstanz August 
summer school $1000.

The summer scholarship is separate 
from the full year/half year scholarships, 
so you can get both if you go for both.

Students who participate are also 
still eligible for regular home-university 
merit scholarships, awards and so forth.

Students will remain full status 
students at Laurentian University while 
abroad, so if you have OSAP, you will 
retain it.

Additional scholarships can be 
applied from other sources as well, such 
as www.daad.org.

Students are permitted to work while 
in Germany for either 180 half days or 90 
full days per calendar year to help offset 
expenses.

The expenses that you can expect to 
encounter include: tuition, travel, health 
insurance, food and entertainment.

Darby explained that it costs students 
approximately 700 Euros per month to 
live comfortably.

As for the level of German required for 
the programs, students can go into the 
August program with no German, but 
two years of experience are preferable. 
As for a half semester or the full year, two 
years of German is preferred as well as 
the German language prep course that 
you will take prior to study.

To determine if exchange is for you, 
Darby recommends asking yourself 
the following questions: “how do you 

respond to new challenges, away from 
friends, family, finances, where do I want 
to go? What do I want to study? What do 
I see as the benefits?”

Application forms are obtained 
from the international office and OBW 
info/forms can be obtained at obw.
ouinternational.ca

The Application Deadline is Jan. 15 
2013.

For the application you will need 
to name 3 well-researched university 
choices, obtain transcripts and academic 
letters of recommendation and explain 
in detail your reasons for applying to the 
program.

There is a large support network and 
administration available as well as people 
who have gone before that can help with 
the people who desire to participate, just 
drop by the international students office, 
third floor University of Sudbury.
lambda@laurentian.ca

BY MATT RABEY
On the Laurentian website, 

the Next 50 Campaign has 
been described as, “the 
most ambitious fundraising 
campaign ever undertaken in 
Northern Ontario.”

The Next 50 Campaign 
focuses heavily on fundraising 
and donations in order 
to achieve the goal that 
Laurentian University has.

Laurentian president 
Dominic Giroux explained 
some of the things the money 
will be used for: “with the 
funds raised through The Next 
50 Campaign, we are able to 
move forward with the new 
School of Architecture, offering 
students the opportunity to 
study northern architecture 

and design, rooted in the 
Canadian landscape. These 
are opportunities that have 
never existed in this part of the 
country.”

To accomplish goals in 
the near future, Laurentian 
University has come up with 
the 2012-2017 Strategic Plan.

This plan goes hand-in-hand 
with the Next 50 Campaign, as 
both set out goals in regards to 
raising funds and using them.

The Strategic Plan has five 
primary areas of focus for the 
upcoming five years: student 
engagement and satisfaction, 
national recognition, university 
of choice, community 
responsiveness and 
organizational excellence.

In the area of student 

engagement and satisfaction, 
Laurentian University is aspiring 
to be among the top 25 percent 
of Canadian universities.

In national recognition, 
Laurentian wants to be in the 
top 10 of Canadian universities, 
in Laurentian’s category 
(undergraduate).

As for the area of university 
of choice, Laurentian University 
aims to be a first choice when 
attracting future staff and 
students both domestically and 
internationally.

For community 
responsiveness, Laurentian is 
committing to being active 
within the community and 
contribute to the betterment of 
Sudbury and Barrie.

Finally, Laurentian 

University’s aspiration towards 
organizational excellence 
involves the school being 
known for its “positive 
organizational culture.”

Thus far, the funds that 
have been raised as part 
of both plans have gone 
towards a few projects, as 
Giroux explained: “We’re also 
able to realize the dream of 
a School of Mines, solidifying 
Laurentian’s reputation as the 
go-to university for mineral 
exploration and mining in 
Canada.”

Currently Laurentian 
University is ahead of schedule 
as far as their fund raising goes, 
having raised over $63 million 
($13 million above the target 
number).

Students will see direct 
results from this new funding , 
according to Giroux.

“Gifts and pledges will be 
used for new services at the 
Centre for Academic Excellence, 
for the construction of the 
proposed Indigenous Sharing 
and Learning Centre, for 
research in occupational health 
and safety, for modernized 
classrooms for the Faculty of 
Management and to enhance 
the student experience in the 
Bharti School of Engineering 
(with updates to labs and 
equipment, more field trips 
abroad for students, and more 
guest speakers).”
lambda@laurentian.ca

The Next 50 Campaign and 
2012-2017 Strategic Plan

Student academic director talks German 
student exchange
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BY LIANNA PISANI
On Thursday, Nov. 1, the 

SGA/AGE hired a gaming 
company to transform the 
student lounge into a gaming 
centre for students. President 
Andy Rollins was directly 
involved in organizing the 
event.

“There’s this company 
called We Got Game, and they 
come in and they do video 
gaming events. They set up a 
whole bunch of video gaming 
chairs, and they have all the 
latest games,” explains Rollins.

The event was completely 
new to the SGA/AGE, and 

it was the first event of this 
type to be organized in recent 
years. Rollins believes the 
gaming centre is a good way 
to diversify the events the 
SGA/AGE hosts.

“Over the past couple of 
years, what I and the rest of the 
executive have been noticing 
is that it’s kind of the same 
events over and over again... 
We thought that this would 
be a great way to diversify 
our events from having the 
standard concerts, or Pub 
Nights, and actually have 
something that a different 
group of body of students 

might be more interested in,” 
says Rollins.

In order to avoid the 
event becoming a negative, 
distracting centre that disturbs 
students, it was carefully 
planned to take place in the 
student lounge.

“We made sure that we did 
it in the student centre, which 
is kind of a crowded area 
during the days anyway. We 
wouldn’t hold it in the library 
or anything; we made sure it 
was in one of those crowded 
areas where it’s already loud 
and everyone can enjoy it and 
not worry about being quiet 

for the people studying.”
Rollins and the SGA/AGE 

feel that the event was a 
success, and received positive 
feedback from students who 
spent their breaks gaming in 
the lounge.

“It was really well-received 
by the students that came 
and dropped in for a bit; it was 
packed all day. It was a lot of 
fun,” says Rollins.

The scheduling of the event 
was important to the SGA/
AGE, as they wanted it to be 
during a time when students 
are most stressed and can get 
the most out of the gaming 

centre. This was a key factor in 
the decision to hold the event 
during mid-term season.

“We really wanted it to be 
around mid-terms because 
it’s a stressful time for people. 
You’re studying, you’re getting 
really stressed out about 
something– you can just 
come crash and play a video 
game to get your mind off of 
it for a bit, and go and hit the 
books right after,” Rollins says.
lambda@laurentian.ca

SGA/AGE teams up with We Got Game

BY KAYLA PERRY
Last Sunday November 4th, 

Huntington University played host to 
Jian Ghomeshi, a nationally-known 
Canadian broadcaster, musician, 
producer, and as of recently, an 
author. Ghomeshi, who is host of 
the show Q on CBC Radio, came to 
Laurentian to present a reading from 
his new book, 1982.

The book has received mixed 
reviews, but has already become 
a best seller since its release in 
September. The novel is a story of 
Ghomeshi living as a 14-year-old boy 
in the year 1982, who struggles to fit 
in as an Iranian living in Thornhill, and 
desperately dreams of being David 
Bowie. The book also deals with the 
changes in technology since the 80s, 
and how it has affected his love of 
music.

“I didn’t really want to write a life 
story, or a memoir, and that’s not 
really what this book is,” he explained 
before he began the reading. “It’s 
some of what the reviews and write-
ups are calling it, and I appreciate it, 

but it’s not really exactly that. I have a 
pretty staunch feeling that I actually 
didn’t want to write that, what they 
call a womb-to-memoir, which is 
mainly a list of life accomplishments, 
some highs and lows. Also, it didn’t 
feel particularly creative. I thought 
that if I could tell stories and they 
could be rooted in truth I would like 
that – that’s why I focused on this one 
year; I kept gravitating towards 1982.”

Dr. Kevin McCormick, President 
and Vice-Chancellor of Huntington 
University, explained that in bringing 
Ghomeshi to Huntington, “(the 
administration) wanted to be able to 
honour the work of the students and 
also bring to Sudbury someone that 
everyone is intimately familiar with. 
CBC is a very powerful part of our 
community; we have a community 
here that wants to know what other 
Canadians are doing. Jian coming to 
Sudbury is an honour.”

The book also emphasizes the 
struggle he faced while growing up 
as part of an ethnic family in Thornhill, 
which in the 80s was mainly a white, 

middle-class community. “I wanted 
to explain some of the cultural 
differences that have happened in the 
last decade, so this is something that 
shows how the world has changed 
so profoundly” said Ghomeshi, who 
added that this is the main subtext of 
the entire story.

Ghomeshi, who has been published 
not only in The Washington Post, The 
Guardian, The Globe and Mail and the 
Toronto Star, was recently awarded 
New York Festival’s international 
radio broadcasting gold medal for 
“Best Host,” adding to his resume 
which has been piled with awards 
for his work on Q. He co-created the 
show in 2007, which since then has 
gained a steady following (at the very 
least, it’s known for the infamous Billy 
Bob Thorton interview). 

McCormick expressed why he 
thinks Jian is such a beneficial guest 
speaker to have in HU: “Jian is one 
of Canada’s preeminent cultural 
ambassadors. When looking at (his) 
career, Jian has a resolve and an 
insight that really gets to issues that 

we want to know” said McCormick. 
“It’s an interview that digs deep, but 
doesn’t do so at the expense of the 
person, and I think that’s a part of 
the gift that Jian brings, the ability 
to mine information, and get people 
to question themselves during the 
interview.”

At the end of the reading, 
McCormick surprised the audience by 
announcing that given Jian’s history 
of supporting Canadian history and 
artists, he would be awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate from Huntington 
University. 

The setting of the reading itself 
was intimate, which McCormick 
emphasized was important, as 
Huntington drew in the max capacity 
of roughly 100 people.
lambda@laurentian.ca

CBC’s Jian Ghomeshi promotes 
new book at Huntington
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BY KAYLA PERRY
Last Tuesday night, Nov. 

6, the campus was abuzz 
on election night. Many LU 
students found different ways 
to spend the historic night, 
often including a couple 
drinks and a flat screen.

This year, Laurentian 
University Political Science 
Association (LUPSA), decided 
to move the election night 
celebration to Peddler’s 
Pub, with the promise of 
live entertainment and a 
free pound of wings for all 
attending students.

Chole Mirfield, VP of 
events for LUPSA, and fourth 
year Political Science and 
History student, was the force 
behind the event. “This year 

with LUPSA (the association) 
decided to take a different 
approach. We’ve really 
decided to go out and try 
and get more involved in the 
student community, to have 
active events.”

The association, which 
includes approaching 
students and encouraging 
active discussions on 
political science topics in 
their mandate, has also 
been hosting round table 
discussions (the first was held 
three weeks ago).

“(LUPSA’s) big reach out 
tonight is with the American 
election campaign; it’s a very 
active campaign and even if 
students aren’t really involved 
in politics, many would be 

interested in this and come 
out” Mirfield explained. “We 
want students to get involved, 
and hopefully come to model 
parliament, and just really 
get involved in parliament, 
because it is something 
that influences (students) 
throughout (their) life.” 
Mirfield estimated that one 
hundred revolving students 
would come to Peddler’s, and 
at the end of the night the 
turn-out was somewhere in 
that ballpark.

“This is our big reach-out 
event, which is why we are 
doing the free wings – usually 
if you throw out free food 
students will come out” joked 
Mirfield.

Mark Mancini, president of 

LUPSA, gave Mirfield credit 
for organizing the event. “(The 
association is) very happy to 
do this for political science 
students, and it’s good that our 
political science association is 
starting to branch off campus, 
bringing new students to 
have big events like this,” said 
Mancini. “It is good for the life 
of our department that we do 
so.” 

More events that LUPSA 
has planned include Model 
Parliament in January, and at 

least two more round table 
discussions in the spring.

“Every year we have Model 
Parliament, which is a very 
big event for us. When I took 
the job of president, one of 
the things I had wanted to 
do was to expand our reach 
beyond school property to 
new events, and this is a 
part of that” said Mancini, 
who plans on continuing the 
association’s outreach for new 
members.  

BY RYEN VELDHUIS
Over the reading week in 

October, the registrar office 
underwent the first stages of 
its renovation.  

Students may have already 
noticed that the usual open 
space of the office area is 
being walled off by the new 
addition, which will be the 
new counters for services 
such as “fees”.  “Driven by 
the Strategic Plan, this is the 
first step towards a more 
comprehensive approach to 
‘One Stop’ student services,” 
says Student Awards Manager, 
Suzanne Brunette.  “As a 
starting point, our goal is to 
integrate services currently 
accessed on the first floor of 
the Parker Building.” 

According to Brunette, 

these renovations will facilitate 
the access of “basic services 
related to administrations 
registrar, fees, awards, OSAP, 
and Centre for Continuing 
Education” and will include 
staff available to provide more 
“in-depth specialized support 
to students with complex 
issues.” As of now, there are 
no plans to change the hours 
of operation of the registrar 
office once the first phase of 
the renovations, being the 
transfer of the staff to the new 
location, are complete some 
time mid-Nov. 

Once completed, the 
additions to the new area 
will not stop until sometime 
“between now and 2017,” said 
Brunette.  Plans for the long 
term changes include “things 

like student cards,” but at this 
time, due to space limitations, 
not all services will be added 
there.  

Design Exchange

Connect: EnAbling 
Change Competition, 
a provincial, post-secondary design competition. 

 is pleased to announce the second annual 

Open to both undergraduate and graduate students, 
this multi-disciplinary competition seeks to explore 
design that is accessible to the greatest number 
of people, to the largest extent possible, regardless 
of age or ability.

For more info, 
go to dx.org/connect
Submit by May 1, 2013

LUPSA hosts election night at 
Peddler’s Pub

‘One-stop’ student services 
construction starts
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BY WILLIE POLL
On Nov. 10, the Fraser 

Auditorium was packed with 
people waiting to see this year’s 
Laurentian talent show. 

The event consisted of nine 
musical and one dance act. The 
show also hosts a comedy act and 
a unicyclist for entertainment 
during the judging and 
intermission. 

This year the show doubled 
the amount from last year, 
reaching $8,200 for the Easter 
Seals foundation.

This year, the Easter Seals 

representatives made the final 
decisions. Coincidentally, the 
three contestants making it to 
the finals were also the exact 
same contestants who made it 
last year. 

The first place act this year was 
Kelsey Anthony, who was also 
part of the first place act which 
won last year’s show. She won 
with her mash-ups of numerous 
songs. 

Second place went to Laura 
Power, a country singer who sang 
a Reba McEntire song for her first 
act, and “I will always love you” by 

Whitney Houston for her second 
performance. 

Third place went to Tommy 
Zapletal. His first song was an 
original written by his parents, 
and his second song was an anti-
war song focusing on protesting 
the civil war.  

“I feel on top of the world,” 
Kelsey Anthony, the first place 
winner, said. “I can’t even believe 
I won, honestly I couldn’t believe 
that me and my group won last 
year, but to win again is just 
unreal, there was such great 
competition this year, but I was 

honored to be up on stage again, 
especially for such a great cause.”  

Fundraising for the event 
included bake sales, a 50/50 
draw, pizza sales, various events 
around campus (such as a Euchre 
tournament, pie in the face, etc.) 
as well as event ticket sales.

“Everyone put in so much 
effort, not only the acts but also 
the volunteers and students,” 
Anthony said. “It was one of 
the best talent shows yet, at 
least in my opinion, and it 
definitely showed. The acts were 
unbelievable, the comedy was 

hilarious, and the volunteers 
really made the difference. I’d 
like to thank the students who 
supported this event and its 
amazing cause, Teall Hall, Amy 
Tattersall, Lindsay McGowan and 
the Talent Committee for working 
so hard to put this together, and 
of course my family and friends 
for supporting me as a musician.”
lambda@laurentian.ca

Talent show doubles last-year earnings

BY WILLIE POLL
This October, the Christian 

Fellowship Group of 
Laurentian has started a new 
spiritual fitness program. The 
program is open to everyone, 
however, there is a spiritual 
component should you 
choose to participate. 

On a physical level the 
program is similar to cross-fit 
training, and the longest work 
out lasted around 32 minutes, 
according to organizers, and 
the sessions are short but fast-
paced. 

“All our workouts consist 
of functional movements 
at either a pace or a time 
or rounds which keeps you 
moving at a high pace ,” Todd 
Gagnon, leader and instructor, 
said.

The program has a 
Facebook group, where 
inspirational messages and 
spiritual tasks are posted. The 
group considers itself to be 
a close community, always 
ready to accept new members. 

The workout is a change 
of pace from regular trips to 
the gym and includes various 
health benefits, according to 
organizers. The group also 
gives students a chance to 
work out in a more secluded 
area, without the general 
public.

“A lot of the people who 
come haven’t been athletically 
inclined, haven’t played sports 
or haven’t went to the gym and 
there is sometimes an uneasy 
feeling for some people to go 
the gym where you have guys 
lifting all these weights and 
you feel out of place, and this 
gets away from the regular 
routine,” Gagnon said.

Although the spiritual 
aspect and talks after the 
workout are not mandatory, 
there is a strong sense of 
community within the group 
that is very important to 
them, according to organizers. 
The religious aspect is not 
mandatory, however, the 
group focuses on teaching life 
lessons within their fitness.

“There are a lot of times 
throughout these workouts 
where halfway through 
you’re like ‘I just want to quit,’” 
Gagnon said. “The fact that 
you can look at the rest of 
your community, beside you 
accomplishing it, and knowing 
that we can all get through 
this together... That way you 
accomplish it and you didn’t 
quit on yourself, and this is 
something that you can relate 
to your daily life. The aspect of 
community and involvement 
is huge to us.”

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

WHEN	  :	  Thursday	  
November	  29th	  2012	  
TIME	  :	  10am-‐6pm	  
WHERE	  :	  Conference	  
room	  on	  campus	  

New Christian fitness 
program launches
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Lambda recommends...
Songs. Several of our staff have listed three songs that everyone should listen to. We figured this was an interesting way to show who 
we are behind the desk, and to share music (we can always use more music, right?).

Ron Guillet (editor)
“Red Hands” by The Dear Hunter
“The Willing Well II: From Fear Through the 
Eyes of Madness” by Coheed and Cambria
“Dust Bowl Dance” by Mumford & Sons

Casey Stranges (general manager)
“Sinner in the Sea” by Calexico
“For Your Precious Love” by Jerry Butler
“Love out of Lust” by Lykke Li

Lianna Pisani (staff writer)
Cosmic Love by Florence and the Machine
Little Bit by Lykke Li
Commonwealth by Cara Salimando

Ryan Neal (staff photographer)
“This Time Tomorrow” by The Kinks
“40 Day Dream” by Edward Sharpe and the 
Magnetic Zeros
“White Dress” by Kanye West

Ed Veilleux (news editor)
“Stubborn Love” by The Lumineers
“Becky, I Keep Singing This Song” by Hey 
Rosetta!
“Must Be the Feeling (Delta Heavy Remix)” 
by Nero
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Mark Mancini: the suited Spider-Man
BY LIANNA PISANI

There is no competitor, in 
terms of men’s fashion, for a 
good, well-tailored suit. 

Mark Mancini is certainly 
one who agrees with the 
above statement: “I feel very, 
very strongly that all men 
should own a good suit. I am 
nostalgic for the days where 
it was more commonplace for 
men to dress in a formal style. 
Of course, trends change and 
that particular style has fallen 
out of favour. However, I stand 
by it.”

A good suit is one that must 
be fitted, and properly tailored 
to fit its model. Physique 
will directly determine what 
makes a good suit for an 
individual. Additionally, 
material, texture, and details 
such as elbow-patches can all 
dramatically affect the look 
of a suit and impression it 
provides of its wearer. 

Mancini prefers to wear 
slim suits with a trim figure 
and clean lines. “The best 
representation of my style 
is the traditional suited man 

from the 60s– skinny ties and 
slim suits.” He looks to GQ 
magazine “to situate where 
[his] style is in the wide array 
of men’s style choices.”

As the owner of four suits, 
Mancini has learned to find 
one that not only suits his body 
type, but suits his personality. 

“I try to coordinate my 
suit selection with my own 
personal style. To that end, I 
often will buy a suit that fits 
my colour tastes, and is well-
fitting. However, I will take it to 
a tailor to get it fit to my own 

body. This creates the slim 
style that I think best suits me,” 
says Mancini.

Aside from turning to 
contemporary sources for 
style advice, Mancini also 
turns to the stylish former 
president, John F. Kennedy, for 

style and suit inspiration.
“He is the most fashionable 

gentleman I have ever seen. 
His suits were slim fitting, 
ties were well chosen, and he 
brought into the public eye a 
new style of fashion for men,” 
says Mancini, who considers 
Kennedy his top style icon– no 
doubt due to his classic 1960s 
look that even reportedly 
attracted beauty icon Marilyn 
Monroe.

With a developed suit 
personality, well-tailored 
suits, and such a striking 
resemblance to Spider-Man 
actor Andrew Garfield, it’s no 
surprise that Mancini is often 
compared to the beloved 
superhero.

“I’m flattered that I’m 
compared to Andrew Garfield. 
He’s a fantastic actor, and a 

rising star,” Mancini says. “Plus, 
he’s a dapper gentleman; of 
course, I’m biased.” 

Being Spider-Man is not 
only about wearing a cool red 
and blue, spiderweb-graphic 
suit, much like simply wearing 
a well-tailored suit cannot 
miraculously transform a 
man. Mancini believes that 
Spider-Man is a good role 
model, rather, because of his 
dedication to the public.

“He is someone who has 
dedicated his life to the 
service and protection of the 
public. This is something I try 
to strive for– it’s an admirable 
goal for all of us to pursue. Of 
course, Spider-Man is a flawed 
human being, much like I am, 
and much like everyone is. 
However, he presents a great 
model for us,” says Mancini.

If you haven’t yet found 
your suit personality, perhaps 
turn to Spider-Man for some 
style inspiration, as Mancini 
has.

“I think the Spider-Man 
costume is awesome. If I 
could, I would wear it to work. 
Everyone agrees that Spider-
Man is a cool superhero, so 
I’m convinced it would create 
a positive atmosphere in the 
workplace.”
lambda@laurentian.ca

A suited-up Mark Mancini 
poses in the student centre 
(right). Mancini shows off 
his Spider-Man costume at 
a Halloween get-together.

Photo by Lianna Pisani Photo supplied
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 David Lesbarrères is Gambit
BY ED VEILLEUX

If David Lesbarrères were a Marvel 
hero, he would definitely be Gambit.

His wit, enthusiasm and distinctive 
accent make it an easy comparison 
to the X-Men’s card-throwing, kinetic-
manipulating brawler.

Mr. Lesbarrères is bilingual, much 
like the Cajun X-Man.
Though Gambit is more concerned 
with mutants in the Marvel Universe, 
Lesbarrères is an advocate for wild-
life in real life.

Lesbarrères championed the cause 
of Movember last year as a team 
captain for Laurentian University in 
the battle against prostate cancer, 
much in the same way Gambit battles 
mutants routinely anywhere he is 
needed.
And, for anyone unfortunate enough 
to play against David on the soc-
cer pitch, they know all too well how 
fierce of a competitor he can be.
eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com

Illustrations provided by Marvel Comics

Daredevil, much like Nathan G. Knott, constantly fights for others. Daredevil has been 
one of the most-beloved heroes in the Marvel Universe for years.
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BY RYEN VELDHUIS
The opening performance of  

Thorneloe’s Cloud 9 production 
on Nov. 9 was one of  good quality; 
however there was still room for 
improvement, both technically 
and performance-based.  

Many risks were taken weeks 
before the opening of  the show 
with such a bizarre, hard to follow 
and at times surprisingly raw  
humour play, and with its unusual 
and complex, being theatre-in-
the-round.  There were many 
opportunities to lose the audience 
in the confusion of  gender and role 
swapping between acts, as well as 
the 100 year time jump while the 
characters age but 25 years; but 
the team of  Thorneloe’s Cloud 9 
managed to blur those confusing 
barriers so that the attention of  
the audience remained solely on 
the story, characters and relational 
conflicts at hand.  

The first act, which takes place 
in Victorian Africa, set the tone 
quite nicely with well assembled 
costumes of  the period.  Clive’s 
(Scotty Cummings) outfit gave his 
character a politically dominant 
presence on the stage, while in 
contrast the young boy, Edward’s 
(Joanna McNab) attire gave off  
a certain young innocence.  In 
conjunction with the visually 
pleasing round set, it made nigh 
perfect combination during 
the performance that eased the 
audience into the odd premise 
of  the play.  Unfortunately, 

as aesthetically pleasing as 
the costumes and set were, 
they presented some technical 
confrontation with the set.  Being 
large and hollow, the set was very 
sensitive to the actions made by the 
actors.  A prime example would be 
whenever Mrs. Saunders (Kelsey 
Tyson) moved about too quickly on 
the stage, either during her speech 
of  that of  another, the material of  
the long dress would drag on the 
ground and make a loud scratching 
sound.  During the last scene of  
the play, this issue came again, but 
worse as when most of  the cast 
enters the stage, dialogue begins as 
many characters are still moving 
and it became very difficult to hear 
over the scratching of  dresses and 
heavy thudding of  boots.  

Most impressively was the 
adaptation of  the actors to such 
an unusual stage layout, as many 
were not experienced with theatre-
in-the-round.  The attention of  the 
actors to the audience was equally 
distributed, as during dialogue they 
would reposition in way to give 
everyone around them a different 
angle.  And when there were many 
on stage, certain characters would 
interact with each other to different 
parts of  the audience, making 
each area of  seating its own special 
experience.  This factor definitely 
warrants multiple viewings of  the 
production, as there is always at 
least a second way to experience 
their work on the round stage.  

The performers did generally 

well and line delivery 
was precise, although 
on many occasions 
did Tyson fumble 
with lines.  The 
performers excelled 
in their roles while 
engaging with others 
in the witty dialogue, 
such as the dynamics 
between Clive and 
Joshua (Michael 
James Sheldon) or 
Clive Mrs. Saunders; 
a boon that carried 
its way into the 
second act with 
pairings like Vic 
(Tyson) and Martin 
(Linus Cunningham-
Closs).  Jake McNeil 
was well received 
by the audience in 
his portrayal of  the 
confused matriarch 
of  the family, 
McNab conveyed a 
convincing troubled 
young boy and 
Sheldon captivated 
with the role of  the deeply torn 
African servant. However, in 
the first act, the performances 
of  Cummings and Cunningha- 
Closs in particular felt rather 
static; something that was greatly 
improved upon in the second 
act.  Unfortunately, the greatest 
flaw was in the inconsistency with 
the accents of  the performers, 
which ranged from non-existent, 

to partially present, to actually 
being there.  It was a factor that 
made it difficult to integrate into 
the performance, as it constantly 
brought the question: “Aren’t 
they supposed to be British?”  
Refreshingly, the play included 
several musical numbers, much 
of  which was carried by Tyson’s 
exceptional vocal talent.  They 
made for some interesting breaks 
from the otherwise estranged 

events unfolding during the play. 
All that to say, it was a satisfying 

experience and quite the spectacle 
that should be viewed at least twice 
to get the most out of  the well-
chosen stage type.  Despite the 
criticisms, Thorneloe’s production 
of  Cloud 9 is not bad, far from it as 
a matter of  fact.  There just needs 
to be some improvement.
lambda@laurentian.ca    

Review: Thorneloe’s Cloud 9

Photo by Ryan Neal

The next performance of Thorneloe’s Cloud 9 will be on 
Thursday, Nov. 15.

BY RYEN VELDHUIS
Caryl Churchill’s Cloud 9, Thorneloe’s first of  

two productions this academic year is, as director 
Ian Maclennan described, a “crazy play that didn’t 
make sense at all” when he first read through it 30 
years ago, but as he worked on it he “really fell in 
love with the play.”  

Cloud 9 is separated into two acts, the first 
taking place in Victorian Africa at the apex of  
the British Empire while the second act is set in a 
park in London 100 years later, yet the characters 
have only aged 25 years. The play concentrates 
on Clive, the patriarch of  the family and colonial 
administrator in Africa, and his family during a 
time where things start to get complicated between 
them.  To make matters a little more bizarre, the 
actors switch characters in the second act and 
some even switch to a character of  a different age 
and gender.   

“I find it very difficult, not playing separate 
characters that are different sexes, just the time 
to transfer from one to another,” said Scotty 
Cummings, playing Clive and Cathy.  “We don’t 
have very much time so I have to get in the zone as 

quickly as possible.”  
There is a certain beauty in it that I try to bring 

out when I’m performing [Clive and Cathy],” he 
said, describing the dynamics of  playing both the 
“almost dictator-like” Clive in act one and the 
four-year-old Cathy who is “the embodiment of  
innocence.”

The decision to have the characters played 
in that manner was not that of  the director, but 
is “actually prescribed by the playwright,” said 
Maclennan.  “She says that young Eddie, who’s six 
years old, has to be played by a woman and Joshua, 
who is the African servant, must be played by a 
white man and then in act two of  course four-year-
old Cathy is played by a man.  I think she does that 
to play around with gender to show us that what 
we think of  gender stereotypes is not true.”

However, a directorial choice was made not 
to perform the play on the more commonly seen 
proscenium stage, but to work on a round stage that 
has the audience almost completely encircling the 
actors.  What this means is that at any given point, 
the actors will have their backs to some audience 
members.  According to Michael James Sheldon, 

playing Joshua and Gerry, it   “was quite a surprise 
and quite intimidating at first.  It’s one thing 
having an audience in front of  you, but having 
one behind you as well is an interesting concept 
to grasp if  you’re not familiar with it.”  Cummings 
had similar feelings.  “When you first hear of  the 
concept of  theatre in the round you think ‘oh, this 
will be lots of  fun and very simple’ and it is not 
simple, not at all,” he said.  “You basically have to 
think that you have eyes on you every second of  the 
performance.”

For the Thorneloe productions, the lighting 
and set work is done by Cambrian’s technical crew 
and Maclennan described how the idea of  a round 
stage came to be.  In his process of  designing, he 
gave the word “island” to Cambrian’s Bob Ivy 
when describing the play.  “Because the first act of  
the play takes play in Victorian Africa, it’s this little 
bit of  England surrounded by Africa,” he said.  
“And then the second act which is a hundred years 
later takes place in a park in London, and of  course 
Great Britain is an island.  The characters in the 
play live in their own little worlds.  There’s very 
little in this play that deals with the surrounding 

culture, it’s all about this little family, so the family 
is an island as well.”  

Maclennan is confident in the stage design 
taken for the production regardless of  the difficulty 
that went into making it work.  “It’s a challenge, 
it really is a challenge, there’s no question about 
that,” he said.  

“It deals with issues that I think are still 
important today and it deals with them in a very 
satirical way, which is one of  the best ways, I think, 
of  talking about issues,” said Maclennan. “It’s a 
black comedy.  It has things that will shock 
you, the language can be a little raw at times and 
the relationships can be very strange.  Even though 
it has a serious topic it’s fun.”

Cloud 9 premiered on Friday, Nov. 9 and played 
through the weekend.  The next performances will 
be Nov 15-17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ernie Checkeris 
Theatre at Thorneloe University.  Tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for students and seniors and are 
available at the door.  
lambda@laurentian.ca

Behind the scenes of Cloud 9
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BY LUCAS TESSARO
Any serious study into neuroscience, 

and ultimately consciousness, at some 
point boils down to the level of  the 
synapse. Loosely defined, the synapse 
is physically little more than a space 
between the axon of  one neuron 
and (most typically) the dendrite of  
another. And yet the essence of  all 
consciousness is the biochemistry 
which takes place at synapses, the 
primary interface of  all neural activity. 
This column will be a very general 
overview of  the synapse, as the amount 
of  literature dedicated to the subject is 
sufficient enough to warrant textbooks 
on the matter – Laurentian even offers 
a course solely on it!

 I say synapse, and people 
wonder what I am actually talking 
about. Well the ends of  an axon form 
a sort of  ‘button’ shape and reach 
out almost in contact with the other 
neuron. They are separated only 
by around 10nm with the buttons 
themselves having a diameter of  
around 1μm – to put it in perspective, 
it’s like two 1km buildings being 
separated by 10m. 

In the pre-synaptic terminal the 
action potential travelling down 

the axon (see last column) causes a 
number of  calcium channels to open, 
permitting calcium to enter the actual 
button. The entrance of  calcium 
leads to a chain reaction within the 
terminal which leads to ‘balloons’ of  
neurotransmitters (vesicles) to move 
towards the synapse and bind with 
the membrane of  the axon. This 
binding causes the vesicles to expunge 
their contents into the synaptic cleft, 
molecules such as various amino acids, 
acetylcholine, histamine, dopamine, 
serotonin, various proteins, etc. 

The simplest example is done 
using acetylcholine (Ach). In order 
for the message from the pre-synaptic 
terminal to be passed on to the post-
synaptic terminal, sodium channels 
need to be opened. Unlike the action 
potential of  the axon, this only requires 
a change of  around 15 mV. However, 
the total charge carried in one synaptic 
vesicle is around 0.5 mV (0.2 μV per 
Ach molecule *2,500 per vesicle) so 
in all around 30 vesicles are needed 
to activate the post-synaptic receptors 
and induce the change in potential. 
That’s around 75,000 Ach molecules 
for those of  you checking my math.  

From this point, the story is pretty 

typical. Influx of  sodium leads to 
a change in potential which travels 
down the dendrite of  the post-synaptic 
neuron and is integrated at the body 
of  the neuron. Seems almost too easy 
that the “essence of  consciousness” 
is located here,  doesn’t it? Where it 
gets complicated is, as I mentioned, 
there are numerous neurotransmitters. 
And once they are released into the 
synapse they technically do not have 
to travel towards the post-synaptic 
neuron. They can diffuse as they 
please. Theoretically, your brain 
should be immersed in hundreds 
of  neurotransmitters in any given 
moment!

What prevents this is the reuptake 
enzymes and receptors. Many of  
you have probably heard of  SSRI’s 
when treating depression – these 
are a pharmacological agent aimed 
at preventing serotonin reuptake 
channels from actually gathering 
serotonin from the synapse. In this 
case the theory that a delicate balance 
of  serotonin within the synapses can 
ideally lead to the proper functioning 
of  the neurons, expressed at the level 
of  consciousness as mood. 

Adding to the complexity are 

the various types of  synapses 
(some electrical, some metabolic) 
and the number of  post-synaptic 
responses (again some electric, some 
metabolic, others involving secondary 
messengers). Even more complex 
is the variety of  synergisms and 
competitive inhibitions that occur 
with various neurotransmitters! For 
example, Ach is most commonly an 
excitatory neurotransmitter, while  
γ-Aminobutyric acid (GABA) is 
inhibitory. But depending on where in 
the brain they are, their roles can be 
reversed. Or enhanced. Or altered in 
some other way. You get the idea.

Altered. This is where drugs 
come in. Any pharmacological agent 
(whether medicinal, recreational, 
or otherwise) which seeks to alter 
consciousness in some way acts on 
these synapses. The active ingredient 
of  marijuana,  tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) actually acts on a class of  
receptors known as endocannabinoids 
– science-speak for “naturally 
occurring cannabis”, essentially. In 
most cases these interactions act 
as acetylcholinesterases (molecules 
breaking down Ach), which is why 
anything that requires Ach including 

short-term memory seem somewhat 
inhibited while intoxicated. 

Alcohol, on the other hand, is 
much more insidious. First, alcohol 
enhances the effects of  GABA, so 
anywhere GABA is there is more 
inhibition. This leads to the sluggish 
gait, slurring of  words, and frequent 
memory lapses. Second, alcohol 
decreases the effects of  glutamate, an 
amino acid which acts as an excitatory 
neurotransmitter. These effects lead to 
more of  a general physiological slow-
down (slowed breathing, changes in 
body temperature), but psychological 
effects are also prevalent.  Lastly, 
alcohol leads to an increase in 
dopamine which is directly responsible 
for the activation of  the brain’s reward 
center – that feel-good notion which 
accompanies alcohol intoxication.

I can say a lot, and I mean a lot 
more on the neuronal synapse. But 
these are the basics to understanding 
almost all phenomena which occur 
as a result of  synaptic activity. And, 
once you know what neurotransmitter 
a drug affects you can trace how it 
actually affects the brain through these 
various interactions. 

Cortical column: The synaptic cleft
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Emmy-winner Jacobovici promoting 
new documentary on Christianity
BY WILLIE POLL

On Wednesday, Nov. 13, 
award-winning documentary 
filmmaker, Simcha 
Jacobovici, will make an 
appearance at the Rainbow 
Centre for a showing of  his 
newest documentary, “The 
Resurrection Tomb/The 
Jesus Discovery.” 

Graduating as a philosophy 
major, Jacobovici soon realized 

his passion was investigative 
journalism, archeology, and 
history. By combing these 
three fields, he was able to 
win three Emmys and host 
his own television show, “The 
Naked Archeologist,” which 
aired on the History Channel 
and has been featured on 
National Geographic, CBC, 
and The Globe and Mail, 
among others.

“Most people who do films 
on history or archeology, they 
are not investigators, they will 
just interview some professor, 
and I think part of  the reason 
young people don’t like to 
watch a lot of  the historical 
archeological stuff  is because 
it’s just an illustrated lecture 
and I didn’t want to do that. I 
didn’t want to just do a movie 
that is a lecture. By bringing 
the tools of  investigation, 
you actually get to new ideas, 
new places, and you find new 
things. But also it’s dramatic, 
it’s you watching an action 
picture, it’s you watching real 
life Indiana Jones type stuff.”

The documentary focuses 
on Jacobovici’s journey to 
find what he believes to be 
the oldest Christian tomb. 
According to Jacobovici, the 
documentary will display the 
challenges of  an archeologist 
in Israel, and his quest of  
finding what could possibly 
make history. 

“It’s the first time ever 
that a sealed tomb filled 
with burial boxes from the 
time of  Jesus in Jerusalem 
has been found, and it is 
the first time ever that it is 
being investigated by using a 
robotic arm that we designed 
in Toronto.”

One of  the major 
differences that set apart 
this archeological excavation 
from the norm is that it 
is the first time Israel has 
allowed such a tomb to be 
investigated. Many issues 
arise when it comes to digging 
up the dead, however, but 
Jacobovici was able to sell the 
idea of  a robotic arm, to not 
disturb the tomb.

“I got everyone to agree, 
the buildings around it, the 
police, the archeological 

authorities and so on, so when 
you watch the movie it’s like 
you participate in the drama 
of  our hurdles. The religious 
people in Jerusalem who 
thought we couldn’t go there 
because we’re disturbing the 
dead, the archeologists said 
we can’t go there because it’s 
sealed and we should leave it 
alone, so you actually see the 
drama of  overcoming all of  
these hurdles and building 
a robotic arm and going 
outside and really finding the 
first evidence of  Christians.”

The documentary, 
according to Jacobovici, 
is expected to not only be 
a historical journey with 
factual information, but also 
a dramatic experience, like 
watching an action movie.

“There are two levels to it. 
On one level, as just a movie, 
it is an adventure movie. I 
mean, this is the first time 
that archaeology is done 
using these robotic arms in 
Jerusalem. Like a Mission 
Impossible, it’s really cool. 
On an archeological level, 
in Israel we have a problem 
because the Jewish religion 
activists believe we shouldn’t 
do any archeology because 
you are disturbing the dead 
people. The archeologists are 
generally not religious so they 
just say ‘Oh, that’s nonsense, 
all that matters is archeology,’ 
so you have one group 
saying archeology counts for 
nothing, and the other group 
saying religion counts for 
nothing. They don’t talk to 
each other; they just fight all 
the time. I actually got them 
to agree to cooperate by using 
a robotic arm and explained 
I wasn’t actually going in or 
disturbing anything, and they 
agreed. Basically, we made 

history. You see the first ever 
excavation of  a tomb that, 
for 2000 years, hasn’t been 
disturbed, it’s exactly the way 
it was then. And we excavated 
it. 

Jacobovici said the 
documentary will tread 
uncharted waters in terms of  
Christian history.

“We actually found signs of  
the beginning of  Christianity, 
the actual burial of  people 
who knew Jesus, the earliest 
icons, 250 years earlier than 
the Christian burials of  
Rome. We’ve just moved the 
clock back to the time of  Jesus. 
Remember that all our copies 
of  the gospel are like fourth 
century; people say they’ve 
been written earlier which is 
probably true, but tangibly 
when you hold the earliest 
gospel in your hand you’re 
holding something that’s over 
300 years after Jesus and his 
apostles. In this film, you see 
stuff  that hasn’t been touched 
since the first century, since 
the actual beginning, the big 
bang of  Christianity, so I 
think it’s dramatic, it’s a first.” 

Not only will Jacobovici 
visit Sudbury to show his 
documentary, but he will 
visit Laurentian University 
and introduce himself, as he 
currently joined Huntington 
University as an adjunct 
professor in Religious Studies. 

Jacobovici has also signed 
Huntington as an official 
member of  a dig that he 
is co-directing. He hopes 
to create opportunities for 
students to participate on a 
live archeological dig in Israel 
this upcoming summer.
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Budd brings experience to 
Voyageurs line-up
BY RON GUILLET

With the departures of  veterans Isiah 
Pasquale, Mike Hull and Mark Ramalho 
at the culmination of  last season, the 
Laurentian Voyageurs need newcomer Josh 
Budd to display his talents that made him a 
consistent threat in the OUA and OCAA.

Budd’s background in basketball dates 
back to Grade 7, when he played in an 
intramural league during lunch hours. The 
following year he decided to join the varsity 
team, and since then he has brought home 
numerous accolades. Budd’s achievements 
in the sport include being ranked a Top 50 
recruit in Ontario in high school, joining 
the OUA East All-Rookie Team with the 
Ryerson Rams, being named a second team 
OCAA All-Star, and winning the Cambrian 
Golden Shield Men’s Athlete of  the Year 
award. 

Budd played with the Rams from 2008 
to 2010, and averaged 8.9 points-per-game 
in 30 career games. He then played with 

the Golden Shield in the OCAA in 2011, 
averaging 15.20 PPG and had 38 steals.

Being a rare player with a pedigree in 
the OCAA and OUA, Budd noted some 
distinctions between the two leagues.

“The OUA is much more of  a team 
game,” Budd said. “There is a better flow 
to the game. It is played much more like the 
European style, with lots of  ball movement 

and drive and kick to three point shooters. 
There is typically a size difference in the 
OUA having more traditional positions. 
The OCAA, on the other hand, seems to be 
more one-on-one basketball. I much prefer 
the OUA.”

The Timmins-native credits his time 
in the college and university leagues for 
teaching him sportsmanship, discipline, and 
time management between academics and 
sports.

Budd said he tries to absorb the playing 
styles of  professional players of  his ilk in 
order to develop his game.

“There are a number of  players that I 
enjoy watching and try and steal some of  
their moves or style of  play,” Budd said. 
“I like watching modern point guards like 
Derrick Rose and Russell Westbrook, guys 
that score, rebound, assist and play defense. 
They help their teams in a variety of  ways.”

The 6-1, 185-pound point guard has 

high expectations for the Voyageurs this 
season, but emphasized that the team will 
move forward one game at a time.

Budd has two years of  eligibility with the 
Voyageurs, and the Economics student has 
his sights set on remaining involved in the 
game once his time with the blue and gold 
comes to an end.

“If  I am fortunate enough to play 
somewhere overseas, my dream would be 
achieved,” Budd said. “If  not, I will make 
sure I can look back and say it wasn`t 
because a lack of  effort, and I have done 
everything possible to achieve that dream. I 
don`t see myself  coaching, but I would like 
to get involved in skill development camps, 
specifically with kids that would like to play 
CIS basketball.”
ronguillet@gmail.com

Scott primed for breakout season with Lady Vees
BY RON GUILLET

Mary Scott is a late bloomer 
in basketball, taking up the sport 
in Grade 10, but the 19-year-old 
is entering her third season in 
the OUA with a productive pre-
season under her belt and plenty 
of  confidence.

Although Scott has only 
honed her craft for four years, 
her potential was evident from 
the moment she set foot on the 
court.

“My mom played basketball 
when she was younger and, 
although I did start late, she 
was always quite enthusiastic 
about me joining a team,” Scott 
recalled. “My high school coach 
pulled me aside at the end of  
our season and explained that he 
thought I should play on a club 
team at a higher level because he 
saw my potential.”

Fast-forward to the present, 

and Scott has two years of  OUA 
experience under her belt and 
appears primed for the next 
step in her development. Scott 
averaged 2.5 points-per-game 
in 22 games last season, and 3.4 
PPG in 21 games in the 2010-
11 campaign. Those numbers 
should increase significantly if  
her pre-season production is any 
indication.

Scott had a career-high 
19 points against the UBC 
Okanagan on Nov. 2. The third-
year post improved her three-
point shooting over the summer 
and she’s comfortable in her role 
heading into the season.

“Lots of  people look at me and 
see my height and automatically 
assume I should have a great post 
game,” Scott, who stands at six-
feet, said. “To be honest, I don’t. 
I have a couple of  go-to moves 
on the block, but filling hard on 

the perimeter and shooting the 
three is how I like to play. I love 
being the trail post because it 
really gives me an opportunity to 
shoot the ball.”

Coach Mike Clarke said 
Scott remained dedicated on 
improving her game in the 
summer and the results are 
evident on the court.

“Mary stayed in Sudbury 
this summer to train and 
worked very hard to address her 
weaknesses,” Clarke said of  the 
Ottawa-native. “She is in much 
better condition, took thousands 
of  shots and worked with the 
coaches to define her role. As a 
result, her confidence has grown 
and she is able to not only play 
at a higher level, but can handle 
the nerves that have given her 
trouble in the past.”

Scott said staying in Sudbury 
for the summer was the “best 

decision” she’s made to further 
her development. 

“I trained with Healthy 
Living which made a huge 
improvement on my fitness,” 
Scott said. “I also had individual 
workouts with Coach Clarke, 
so I received tons of  feedback 
and very specific advice. I think 
staying in Sudbury and putting 
in so much time and effort gave 
me the confidence I didn’t have 
in my first two years. Also, my 
role on the team is very clear 
now, so I know what my job is 
and what my strengths are.”

Having played 43 career 
games with the Lady Vees, Scott 
has learned that the mental 
aspect of  the game is crucial.

“I’ve learned that staying 
mentally strong and being 
focused can turn a bad game 
into a good one,” Scott said. 
“One huge thing that I have 

learned about myself, as a player, 
is that when I get nervous, my 
intensity sometimes drops so 
remembering to sprint and talk 
on the court is key to my game.”

Scott’s expectations for the 
Lady Vees this season are high, 
as the team appears to have 
matured and displays confidence 
on the court.

“I absolutely had confidence 
in my team last year, but being 
a young, developing team, we all 
knew that some teams were just 
better than us,” Scott said. “I 
already know we can beat some 
of  the teams we lost to last year 
and definitely compete with the 
better, more experienced ones.”
ronguillet@gmail.com
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Rabey’s round-up: For the love of the game
BY MATT RABEY

Football is the most popular 
sport on the planet with an 
estimated 3.5 Billion fans globally. 
To those who do not enjoy the 
beautiful game, two games in 
succession, both United versus 
Chelsea matches, illustrate 
perfectly why it is the most popular 
sport in the world.

The first match was played 
on Oct. 28 at Stamford Bridge 
between Chelsea FC and 
Manchester United. 

The anticipation surrounding 
the game was incredible high as 
the first and second place team 
were facing off  for the first time 
this season, but what happened 
after kick-off  was 90 minutes of  
some of  the best football played 
this season. 

Manchester United took charge 
almost instantly with an own 
goal off  David Luiz in the fourth 
minute. 

A second goal soon followed 
with sensational Premier League 

leading goal scorer Robin van 
Persie converting after 12 minutes. 

The game heated up with 
Chelsea attacking the United goal 
relentlessly only to be denied time 
after time by de Gea. 

The breakthrough for Chelsea 
came right before the break when 
in-form midfielder Juan Mata 
hit a beautiful curling free kick 
from outside the area. Chelsea 
continued to push after the half  
and were rewarded with a second 
goal in the fifty-third minute. 

A Chelsea victory could be felt 
around the stadium as the home 
crowd’s volume increased until 
a moment of  misfortune had 
Ivanovic foul Ashley Young to earn 
himself  a deserved straight red. 

Chelsea were still holding on to 
the tie and may have held out until 
Torres was fouled by Jonny Evans 
resulting in a card. 

This then sparked an outrage 
from Chelsea as the card produced 
was for Torres diving, resulting in 
his dismissal. 

The rest of  the match belonged 
to United and eventually they 
scored the winner from the 
Mexican international Hernández, 
only problem being, he was offside. 

The game ended surrounded 
in controversy with Chelsea then 
accusing referee Mark Clattenburg 
of  racial slurs during the match. 
This then led to Sir Alex Ferguson 
publically accusing Roberto Di 
Matteo of  being a liar. 

All of  this over one game 
may be exciting enough, but the 
beautiful thing about the beautiful 
game is that it never is. 

Chelsea and United were 
scheduled to face off  against each 
other a mere four days later at the 
same ground that held the Sunday 
show down.

The match started with United 
once again opening the scoring 
after Petr Čech made a poor 
choice by sending a goal kick to 
Oriol Romeu who was quickly 
closed down and stripped of  the 
ball resulting in a Ryan Giggs goal. 

The pressure was building 
around the stadium, as the 
home crowd did not want to see 
their team go down to the same 
opposition twice in a row and 
they were rewarded with Luiz 
converting a penalty just past the 
half  hour mark. 

United then hit back to take the 
lead only to have it cut by Gary 
Cahill’s goal. 

It appeared to be anyone’s 
game until Nani showed why 
United are one of  two other teams 
besides Chelsea to have won the 
League Cup in the last six years. 

Nani’s goal came in the fifty-
ninth minute of  regulation time 
and the equalizer seemed sure to 
be coming from a penalty from a 
blatant handball in the United box 
only to see the ref  wave play on.

 It seemed as if  Chelsea was to 
be robbed by poor reffing until a 
last ditch effort by Chelsea saw the 
penalty finally given correctly and 
Edin Hazard score the crucial goal 
in the fourth minute of  stoppage 

time to send the tie into extra time.
The roar of  the capacity 

crowd could be felt and the joy 
on Di Matteo’s face could not be 
contained.

The two resulting periods of  
extra time belonged to Chelsea as 
they netted two consecutive goals 
to put the game out of  United’s 
reach. 

United only managed to score 
a penalty, but it was too little, too 
late for the Sunday winners as the 
Red Devils were sent crashing out 
of  the cup. 

The celebrations afterward 
were well deserved and one 
couldn’t help but feel that payback 
was Chelsea’s.

Football’s matches can 
sometimes be a little dry as a game 
can finish without either team 
scoring, but when the game is 
good, it is truly beautiful.
lambda@laurentian.ca

BY VOLLEYBALL 
CONVENORS

Starting Jan. 15, registration for 
this year’s 6x6 COED Volleyball 
Intramurals will begin. There is 
no limit to how many players you 
may have on a team, so bring out 
as many people as you can. Games 
will begin Feb. 5 and run through 
Mar. 19. Each game will last 60 
minutes between the hours of  9 
p.m. and 12 a.m. every Tuesday 
and Thursday evening. Choose one 
of  three divisions to compete in: 
Competitive, Semi-Competitive or 
Recreational. Register your team 
for $30 at the Voyageur Campus 
Recreation Office, located in the 
Ben Avery building directly beside 
the gym. Registration closes Jan. 
21. Besides the prizes, intramurals 
is a great way to be active, meet 
new people and take your mind off  
of  academics. We hope to you will 
be a part of  it.

COED 6x6 
volleyball 
approaches

Is height a determining factor for 
sports success?

LETHBRIDGE (CUP) — Height 
is not everything in sports; it’s the only 
thing.

To illustrate this rule, one can 
examine the heights of  the past 10 
Olympic decathlete champions. Many 
consider the champion decathlete to 
be the world’s finest athlete. He must 
be proficient at 10 track and field 
events, and compete in these events in 
a gruelling two-day competition.

He can sprint, throw, and leap 
within a reasonable standard deviation 
from the Olympic specialists, and must 
do so within the compressed time 
constraints of  an Olympic schedule.

To be world class in these events 
takes an exceptional athlete, one who is 
blessed with both genetics and a broad 
skillset. Genetically, these Olympic 
champion decathletes share one thing: 
height.

Of  the past 10 Olympic champion 
decathletes, all stand at least 5 feet 11 
inches tall. Dan O’Brien, the tallest 
of  the bunch, stands a long 6 foot 2 
inches. Bryan Clay is the stockiest of  
the bunch, standing a bit under 6 foot 
0 inches. Ashton Eaton, the reigning 
Olympic champion and world record 
holder, meets the middle at 6 foot 1 
inches tall .

This remarkable consistency in the 

athlete’s heights is mostly due to the 
nature of  the sport. They must have 
the leverage of  a thrower, the stride of  
a sprinter, and the length of  a jumps 
specialist.

Thus, having a consistent height 
(not too tall, but not short) means that 
the decathlete will be able to replicate 
the forms of  the specialists at a high 
level.

A shorter athlete would never 
be able to compete in the decathlon, 
as their compensation for one event 
would lead to inferior results in other 
events.

The decathlete must be consistent 
in all 10 events, and if  they can stand 
at a height that falls between a javelin 
thrower and a middle distance runner, 
then this athlete will have the necessary 
physicality to compete on a consistently 
world class basis.

6 feet 0 inches tall, which is about 
three inches greater than the average 
North American male, seems to be this 
mandatory number.

Height is not confined just to a 
decathlete. Within the ecosystem of  
sports, height is advantageous, and 
nearly necessary, to a growing number 
of  athletic disciplines. The obvious 
examples lie in the vertical games, 
where a higher reach means a higher 

score.
Basketball and volleyball players 

have always been extremely tall, 
and will continue to be. The average 
National Basketball Association (NBA) 
player has been 6 foot 7 inches tall 
since Michael Jordan entered the 
league some 30 years ago.

What is more surprising is the 
growing importance of  height in sports 
not necessarily dependent on a vertical 
advantage.

Take, for example, the National 
Hockey League (NHL). 40 years ago, 
the average NHL player stood 5 foot 
11 inches tall. Today, the average 
player is 6 foot 1 inches tall, and has 
the muscle mass to match.

The average NHL player in the 
1970’s would have been regarded as 
tall, especially considering that the 
average male has grown since 1970.

What is non-existent today, 
however, is the compromise between 
height and skill level. In professional 
hockey today, a shorter player with a 
great skillset would simply be ignored 
by scouts.

A Theoren Fleury-sized man would 
not be able to rise through the ranks as 
he did 25 years ago. Today, the NHL 
player must be at least 6 feet tall, and 
being taller is a major advantage.

There are exceptions to this rule 
of  course, as some smaller players 
have found success in the big league. 
Generally, however, the NHL player of  
today is tall, and if  he does not meet the 
height expectations, he will be ignored 
by most NHL general managers.

The obvious questions remain: why 
is height so crucial to athletic prowess? 
Is it a reflection of  the importance of  
height in life? While the latter may be 
true, with even Fortune 500 CEOs now 
standing a statuesque average of  6 foot 
2 inches tall, the former is answered 
with one word: leverage.

The taller athlete has more leverage, 
and can generate more subsequent 
power than an athlete’s power at a 
shorter height. An athlete with more 
leverage means that they can throw 
farther, jump farther, run faster, and be 
more physically commanding than an 
athlete with less leverage.

As discussed before, the taller 
decathlete is able to generate more 
leverage to bolster their throwing, 
running and jumping events than a 
similarly skilled athlete at a shorter 
height. Having more leverage than 
your opponent is a competitive 
advantage in any sport requiring the 
athlete to generate his or her own 
power.
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BY LIANNA PISANI
Dr. Jean Eugene Havel, a retired 

Laurentian professor of  political science, 
promoted his new book, The Five Sisters, 
in the J.N. Desmarais library on Friday, 
Nov. 9, from 1-4 pm.

The Five Sisters, though his first book 
written in English, is one of  over a dozen 
books written by Havel (many of  which 
have been translated from their original 
French manuscripts). It recounts the 
true story of  a young Jean Havel and his 
family experiencing WWII in Norman 
France. 

Havel says he struggled to begin 
writing this story that was always inside 
of  him. It took him ten years to revisit 
all of  the painful memories, which 
he did by recounting his experiences 

chronologically.
“I was not inspired,” says Havel. 

“This is something I had in my mind 
for years. My difficulty was to write it. 
Those memories are not simple; they 
carry nightmares, and I found it difficult 
to start.” 

He first shared memories with his 
grandchildren before recording them. 
Havel says he wanted to write the 
book to “reestablish the truth” about 
the war that is lost in various national 
propaganda.

The sisters who inspired the book’s 
title are his mother and his aunts, 
who he often heard discussing societal 
situations during the war. Havel explains 
how he was sent at a young age to live 
with his maternal grandmother and his 

mother’s four sisters, as his father did 
not like children. It was not until later 
in his life that Havel believes he really 
discovered his mother, and developed 
their relationship.

He was greatly influenced by his 
five prominent caretakers: “I had the 
feeling of  having five mothers... One, 
for instance, who was just nine years 
older than me, was informing about 
every major political event. The other 
ones were mostly speaking about social 
conditions. I learned a lot from my 
aunts.”

Havel and his family experienced their 
home being infiltrated and occupied 
by German soldiers, who Havel refers 
to as “killing machines.” Throughout 
the signing, he shares stories of  being 

threatened by German and French 
officials during the war, and afterward, 
as preventative measures to keep Havel 
from publicly recording and sharing his 
knowledge.

“The agents who visited my house 
in the last years were destroying, time 
to time, my typewriters, my glasses, etc, 
to make sure I would not write,” says 
Havel.

Despite any opposing efforts, Havel’s 
memories are now immortally recorded 
frankly, as he would share them were he 
speaking, in The Five Sisters.
lambda@laurentian.ca

Retired LU prof promotes new book

BY RYEN VELDHUIS
“A story’s not a story unless 

you tell it.  Once you tell it, it 
can’t hurt you anymore,” says 
Christine, a character in STC’s 
second production this year, How 
it Works.  This is the underlying 
theme of  the play following a 
troubled daughter, Brooke (Erika 
Santillana) and how her divorced 
parents, Al (Rick Hughes) and 
Donna (Patricia Tedford) live with 
her situation.  

Starting with Al’s blind date 
with Christine (Jacklyn Francis) 
the play introduces a character 
who wants to take a different 
approach to helping Brooke while 
bringing the family together.  

This production is not the first 
time director David Savoy has 
done this play.  

“It was about four and a half  
years ago I did a production of  it 
in Prince George,” he said.  “So 
when I started to think about 
what this season was going to be 
made up of, I sort of  went back 
and reread the script and went 
‘Yeah, there were things I think 
missed the first time,’ so this is a 
chance to revisit it again.  This 
would be a good chance to find 
different things.”  

Savoy felt that the STC’s smaller 
more “intimate” stage would be 
beneficial to the new approach 

taken to How it Works.  Also, he 
felt that the play itself  brought a 
special “human” element instead 
of  having characters “who go 
through life and are perpetually 
glum,” because “most of  us have 
joy within us,” he said.  “So the 
situations within the play are so 
human.  It’s a wonderful play 
that ties into our season theme of  
relationships.”   

“Throughout the play 
you discover that something 
happened to her,” said Santillana.  
“[Brooke’s in a dark place but 
ultimately I don’t think she is a 
dark girl.  It was really important 
for me to show that she really does 
love her parents and this is just 
something she’s going through.”  
Hughes felt that “it’s an interesting 
relationship because the family 
was so close at one time and we 
get glimpses of  it in this play.  But 
there’s really a picture here when 
really bad things happen in a 
family and how distant and alien 
they can become to one another 
despite having once been perfect.”    

Thorneloe’s Tedford enjoyed 
her experience at the STC and 
the character she played, Donna.  

“I think any mother can 
identify either if  your daughter 
is or if  your son is involved with 
drugs or not because it’s the worst 
fear,” she said.  “I’ve known some 

people who have had difficulties 
with their youth.  I have kids 
myself  so I know something about 
what it is to be a mom and it’s 
been great playing a mom.  I think 
it’s what every parent fears.  They 
fear that something bad would 
happen that they can’t protect 
their child from.”

Hughes was pleased with the 
production. 

“It’s just been a blast working 
with David and the whole team 
here,” he said.  “This theatre is 
really a joy to come to, I always 
feel like I’m in great hands here.”  
He then went on to comment 
on how “the set looks smashing” 
before adding jokingly “actually 
I think I’m going to hire him to 
maybe come in and look at our 
place at home.”

“It’s been really fun,” Tedford 
said.  “It’s a great play; I’m really 
excited by the script.  I love Daniel 
MacIvor as a writer.  It’s great to 
do a really good, really human 
family story. I think MacIvor 
is one of  our best Canadian 
playwrights and his material is 
easily relatable.”   
lambda@laurentian.ca

STC puts on How it Works
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LU students gather at Peddler’s Pub 
for Election Wing-Out
BY KAYLA PERRY

Laurentian University Political Science 
Association (LUPSA), decided to move 
the election night celebration to Peddler’s 
Pub this year, with the promise of  live 
entertainment and a free pound of  wings 
for all attending students.

Chole Mirfield, VP of  events for 
LUPSA, and fourth-year Political Science 
and History student, was the force behind 
the event. 

“This year, LUPSA decided to take a 
different approach,” said Mirfield. “We’ve 
really decided to go out and try and get 
more involved in the student community, 
to have active events.”

The association, which mandate 
includes approaching students and 
encouraging active discussions on political 
science topics, has also been hosting round 
table discussions, the first being held three 
weeks ago.

“(LUPSA’s) big reach out tonight is with 
the American election campaign; it’s a very 
active campaign and even if  students aren’t 
really involved in politics, many would be 
interested in this and come out,” Mirfield 
explained confidently. “We want students to 
get involved, and hopefully come to model 
parliament, and just really get involved in 
parliament, because it is something that 
influences (students) throughout (their) 

life.” 
Mirfield estimated that one hundred 

revolving students would come to Peddler’s, 
and at the end of  the night the turn-out 
was what had been expected.

“This is our big reach-out event, which 
is why we are doing the free wings – usually 
if  you throw out free food students will 
come out,” joked Mirfield.

Mark Mancini, President of  LUPSA, 
gave Chloe credit for organizing the event. 

“(The association is) very happy to do 
this for political science students, and it’s 
good that our Political Science association 
is starting to branch off  campus, bringing 
new students to have big events like this. It 

is good for the life of  our department that 
we do so,” said Mancini. 

More events that LUPSA has planned 
include Model Parliament in January, and 
at least two more round table discussions 
in the spring.

“Every year we have Model Parliament, 
which is a very big event for us,” said 
Mancini, who plans on continuing the 
association’s out reach for new members. 
“When I took the job of  President one 
of  the things I had wanted to do was to 
expand our reach beyond school property 
to new events, and this is a part of  that.”
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Group of zombies protest 
tuition fees on LU campus
BY RYEN VELDHUIS

On Halloween, just after 10 a.m., 
a zombie horde of  over a dozen 
began shambling across campus 
with their banner “The Walking 
Debt” spread wide amongst those in 
front.  

Starting in the Student Centre, 
students protesting tuition fees, 
inspired by the Montréal “squarely 
in the red” protests, came with face-
paints and old clothing to dress up 
as zombies as per their Halloween-
themed protest.  These zombies, 
aside from crying out for brains 
frequently, were handing out flyers 
detailing their cause.  Also, they 
bore tombstones with the amount of  
student debt they had accumulated 
so far.

“After our events in September, 
having a student from Montréal 
come speak, we started an e-mail list 
and e-mailed people to come and 
meet,” said president of  the GSA, 
Brendan Lehman. “Through the 
discussions from those meetings, we 
got 15 people out the first time and 
through those discussions the idea of  
a zombie march came up. It’s not a 
novel idea but it’s something that we 
thought would be fun.”  

 Danielle Beaulieu, a 
fourth-year social work student, 
described the walk as “a different, 
more fun way of  resisting the rising 

price of  education and getting 
students out in a fun way,” but found 
the number of  participants could 
have “definitely been better.”  On 
the other hand, Lehman “thought it 
was pretty good.” He said, “as long 
as you have more than yourself  and 
people are willing to do it, then it’s a 
success.”    

 For over three hours they 
shambled about the campus, from 
the Student Centre, to the Great 
Hall, to Starbucks, and even to the 
11th floor of  the Parker building, 
where doors were locked when the 
music from their CD player and the 
loud cries for brains echoed in the 
hallway. 

 “I’m looking forward to 
future events where more students 
will come,” Beaulieu said.  “And I 
think that doing this type of  event, 
showing that people are having fun, 
is a great way to grow numbers and 
I think we will. It’s just a matter of  
building that momentum.”  

Lehman agreed with Beaulieu 
and added that the purpose of  the 
event is   “We’re just trying to raise 
awareness on tuition fees and how 
absurdly high they are in Ontario, 
and the ways that’s it’s possible to 
eventually reduce and eliminate 
tuition fees. Education should be a 
right for people and not a commodity 
that they have to pay for.”   

Photo by Ryan Neal

On Oct. 31 a group of students dressed up as zombies to protest tuition 
fees.

TORONTO (CUP) — After resigning 
from his cabinet post on Nov. 3, Glen 
Murray, MPP for Toronto Centre, 
dropped by Ryerson the next day to 
announce his candidacy for the Ontario 
Liberal party leadership.

Murray, 55, was formerly the Minister 
of  Training, Colleges and Universities.

“I’m running for leader because we 
really need to renew our province,” he 
said. “I’m running for leader along with 
other colleagues who are my friends, who 
I respect immensely and who I wish great 
luck, but not too much, in this race.”

The former cabinet minister briefly 
outlined five key objectives, one of  which 

included a change in how post-secondary 
education is financed. Murray proposed 
tax benefits and making student loans 
“subject to income levels.”

Other proposals included tax cuts for 
families and the middle-class, handing 
power projects over to municipalities, 
transportation, providing northern 
Ontarians a stronger voice in provincial 
affairs and engaging citizens in policy-
making online.

He also touted the Liberal 
government’s record in education, health 
care, the environment and the economy, 
where the province is “holding our own 
in one of  the most difficult economic 

periods.”
Murray said the leadership contest 

was unique because the winner becomes 
premier of  a minority government, with 
an opposition “set to force an election.” 
The victor needs a clear agenda and 
must be prepared to win another Liberal 
mandate, he added.

Murray, a former mayor of  Winnipeg 
and who was the first openly-gay mayor 
of  a major North American city and was 
elected as an MPP in 2010, joins the race 
with Kathleen Wynne, who served both 
as the former Minister of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing and Aboriginal 
Affairs. She resigned on Nov. 2 to run.

Outgoing Premier Dalton McGuinty 
had previously ordered potential 
leadership candidates to resign from 
cabinet before entering the fray.

The new leader, and thus premier, 
will be crowned at the party convention, 
held the weekend of  Jan. 25, 2013 at the 
Mattamy Athletic Centre in downtown 
Toronto.

Murray announces Ontario Liberal leadership bid
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